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Abstract 

Internet is a swift mode of communication in modern times. The news headlines are available 

on the internet on many news channels that usually live stream the news. This study attempts 

to identify and classify the verbs in the speech acts in the news headlines of CNN (Cable News 

Network) used in reporting the situations of crises and political unrest in Pakistan.  

Action words play such as verbs play a significant role in the identification of the illocutionary 

forces as well as giving various shapes to the messages held inside the headlines working as 

speech acts. As the speech acts theory has been selected to classify the news headlines, the 

representative, commissive, declarative and expressive illocutionary forces present in the 

headlines have been identified in connection with the verbs present in the selected corpus. 
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Introduction 

 

The Internet is a sharp and convenient means of information transfer. Information transfer from 

one part of the world to the other takes place in seconds. Grueskin, et al. (2012, p.4, 13) 

highlighted the importance of digital journalism and termed it as an online phenomenon where 

the content is displayed on the computer screens through the internet. Referring to Pew research 

center for the people and the press report he stated that 65 percent people between the age 

ranges of 18 to 29 years get news from the internet. Among the people aged between 50 to 64 

years the access to the internet for the sake of getting news information is 34 percent. He termed 

this growing population as ‘network effect’. The internet is accessed by people not only by 

using computer screens but also by using smart phones, tablets and other mobile devices. There 
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are 47 percent American adults who prefer to get local news and information from cell phones 

and tablets using internet as found by the Pew Study Centre report.  

CNN is a famous news channel with a website having millions of voews that has always 

been giving due importance and coverage to all the events especially those taking place in 

Pakistan during 2010 and 2011. These events included political turmoil in Pakistan, war against 

terror, floods, ups and downs in US Pak relations and the military operation against Osama Bin 

Laden. CNN website was loaded with the news about Pakistan along with video reporting. 

Giving reference to the CNN website popularity and video reporting Grueskin, et al. (2012, 

p.89-90) explained that as video has become an essential element of digital experience, the 

news usually have videos associated with them on the internet. In this context CNN is at the 

top. CNN delivers 60 to 100 million video streams a month. The number of CNN website 

visitors increases between 9a.m. to 2.p.m on the regular news days. 

As the headlines are not just means of information but also have indirect meanings associated 

with them, they have been treated as speech acts. As the verbs have been used frequently in 

the headlines, the study aims to answer the following research questions. 

Following are the major research questions for the current study: 

i. What is the distribution of the verbs in the headlines functioning as speech acts? 

ii. What is the role of the headlines in marking the illocutionary forces in the speech acts? 

 

Literature Review 

Pragmatic analysis of the headlines was selected as the most appropriate means of studying the 

role of CNN headlines. Emphasizing the importance of speech acts Iorio (2004, p.174) termed 

speech act analysis as a ground breaker towards English language pragmatic history. Inferences 

can be made by studying an utterance in the context in which it s used by the considering of 

different factors. Chiluwa (2007, p.70) also highlighted the importance of pragmatic analysis 

and said that it plays a key role in the headlines because the pragmatic meanings are based on 

the illocutionary intentions of the headlines writer. 

 

Searle (1969, pp. 16-19) presented an alternative taxonomy of illocutionary acts on the basis 

of the above mentioned rules. 

 

i. Representatives or Assertives: These acts commit the speaker to something 

being the case or to the truth of an expressed proposition. The direction of fit of 

representatives is words to the world and the expressed psychological state is a 

belief. For example: boast, complain, conclude and deduce. 

ii. Directives: These acts are attempts by the speaker to get the hearer do 

something. The direction of fit is world to the words and the sincerity condition 

is want or desire. For example: ask, order, command, request and plead. 

iii. Commissives: These acts commit the speaker to some future course of action. 

Direction of fit is world to the words and the sincerity condition is intention. For 

example commitment and promise. 
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iv. Expressives: They express a psychological state about a state of affairs 

expressed in the propositional content. Direction of fit is not required. For 

example: apologize, condole, deplore and welcome. 

v. Declarations: These acts bring about alternation in the status or condition of the 

referred object by virtue of the fact that the declaration has successfully been 

performed. Successful performance guarantees that the propositional content 

corresponds to the world. For example: declare, appoint and fire. 

 

Vanderveken (1990) focused his taxonomy of speech acts solely on the performative verbs. He 

followed the Serlean taxonomy of speech acts but classified only the performative verbs in 

English language into five categories. These categories are given below: 

i. Assertives: Vanderveken classified English assertive verbs into a number of 

categories. Their functions resemble assertive acts. Vanderveken’s list of 

assertive contains a large number of verbs that include : assert, reassert, negate, 

deny, correct, claim, affirm, state, disclaim, declare, tell, suggest, guess, 

hypothesize, conjecture, postulate, predict, forecast, fortell, prophecy, vaticinate, 

report, retrodict, warn, forewarn, advise, alert, alarm, remind, describe, inform, 

reveal, divulge, divulgate, notify, insinuate, sustain, insist, maintain, assure, aver, 

avouch, certify, attest, swear, testify, agree, disagree, assent, dissent, acquiesce, 

object, recognize, acknowledge, admit, confess, concede, recant, criticize, praise, 

blame, accuse, calumniate, reprimand, castigate, denounce, boast, complain and 

lament. 

ii. Commissives: Just like assertives are based on Searle’s assertive speech acts. 

Similarly, the commissive verbs function as performative verbs for commissive 

acts and mark commissive force of an utterance. These verbs include: commit, 

pledge, undertake, engage, promise, hypothecate, guarantee, threaten, vow, 

avow, swear, assure, certify, accept, agree, consent, acquiesce, abide, reject, 

refuse, renounce, offer, counter-offer, bid, rebid, tender, dedicate, bet, wager, 

contract, covenant and subscribe. 

iii. Directives: Vanderveken’s directive verbs mark directive illocutionary foece 

and include the following verbs: direct, request, ask, question, inquire, 

interrogate, urge, encourage, solicit, appeal, petition, invite, convene, convoke, 

beg, supplicate, beseech, implore, entreat, conjure, pray, insist, tell, instruct, 

demand, require, claim, order, command, dedicate, prescribe, enjoin, adjure, 

exercise, forbid, prohibit, interdict, proscribe, commission, charge, suggest, 

propose, warn, advise, caution, alert, alarm, recommend, permit, allow, 

authorize, consent, invoke, imprecate and intercede.  

iv. Declaratives: The function of the declarative verbs is to mark the declarative 

illocutionary force. There are a number of verbs classified as declaratives by 

Vanderveken. These verbs include: declare, renounce, disclaim, disown, resign, 

repudiate, disavow, retract, abdicate, abjure, deny, disinherit, yield, surrender, 

capitulate, approve, confirm, sanction, ratify, homologate, bless, curse, dedicate, 

consecrate, disapprove, stipulate, name, call, define, abbreviate, nominate, 
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authorize, license, open, close, suspend, adjourn, terminate, dissolve, denounce, 

vote, veto, enact, legislate, promulgate, decree, confer, grant, bestow, accord, 

cede, rule, adjudge, adjudicate, condemn, sentence, damn, clear, acquit, 

dissipate, exonerate, pardon, forgive, absolve, cancel, annul, abolish, abrogate, 

revoke, repeal, rescind, retract, sustain, bequeath, baptize and excommunicate. 

v. Expressives: Vanderveken’s  expressive verbs mark expressive illocutionary 

force. These verbs include: approve, compliment, praise, laud, extol, plaudit, 

applaud, acclaim, brag, boast, complain, disapprove, blame, reprove, deplore, 

protest, grieve, mourn, lament, rejoice, cheer, boo, condole, congratulate, thank, 

apologize, greet and welcome. 

 

In the above mentioned classification of verbs it is quite clear that although 

Vanderveken analyzed the performative verbs in a comprehensive way but most of his 

categories are similar to that of Searle. Moreover, there exists overlapping in the verbs such as 

verb ‘advise’ not only comes under assertive but also directives.  

According to Ljungberg & Holm (1996, pp.29-52) speech act theory is not a complete 

account of meaning as it focuses only on some of the standard ways to decode the success or 

failure of communication. Searlean classification has been adopted by many scholars. There is 

a little added or changed to make suitable for the context.  A concise classification of speech 

acts depends on the perspective that may exist in a particular situation. This factor has not been 

addressed sufficiently. Giving reference to Allwood (1980) Ljungberg & Holm mentioned that 

due to the multifunctionality of speech acts ambiguities arise in speech act theory. Our common 

sense classification of speech acts is affected by these ambiguities. There are four factors that 

usually act as parameters for the classification of speech acts. 

i. Intentional phenomena that govern the behavior 

ii. A form of behavior 

iii. The result achieved through behavior 

iv. The context in which the behavior occurs 

 

Ambiguity arises in the following different ways: 

i. An utterance can be classified keeping in view intentional phenomena and context. 

ii. There can be many communicative intentions associated with a single speech act 

(Allwood, 1977, 1980). For example same speech act can act as a request, a 

counteroffer, a rejection, a promise or a declaration.  

iii. Searlean theory is also charged for its limited possibilities of referring to a wider social 

context where the conversation takes place. Searle emphasizes an idealized utterance 

where the sender's perspective is more important than the receiver or social interaction 

perspective. The meaning of an utterance is derived from the utterance and the theory 

of speech acts is termed by some authors as drastically decontextualized.  

iv. Speech act theory focuses on mapping speech acts into categories. This mapping of the 

speech acts is largely dependent on the complex contextual cues which in turn depend 

on the social and cultural contexts where language plays an important role. Utterances 
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take place in complex contexts that have variety. In such kind of situation consideration 

of too many variables becomes difficult and questionable. 

 

A detailed classification given by Biber et al.(2000,p.357) can be helpful in analyzing news 

discourse. He divided verbs into the following classes: 

i. Activity verbs that denote action and events that can be associated with choice and take 

subject in the semantic role of an agent. 

ii. Mental verbs are based on activities and states experienced by humans and have cognitive, 

attitudinal, emotional and perceptive meanings. 

iii. Communication verbs involve communication activities 

iv. Existence or relationship verbs denote a relationship or state that exists between entities. 

v. Occurrence verbs report events that occur other than any volitional activity. 

vi. Facilitation or causation verbs indicate a new state of affairs brought about by a person or 

entity. 

vii. Aspectual verbs characterize a stage of progress of an event or activity. 

 Yamashita (1998, pp. 177-191) classified verbs into following categories after 

analyzing Japanese and American newspaper reports: 

 

i. Reporting verbs: In these verbs a neutral evaluation of represented discourse 

is given by the reporter, for example say and tell. 

ii. Mental or thought verbs: Here the internal sates of the subject of the 

represented discourse are presented to the reader for example, wonder and 

recall. 

iii. Manner of speaking verbs: These verbs represent physical characteristics to 

the represented discourse i.e. shout. 

iv. Speech acts or illocutionary verbs: These verbs represent illocutionary force 

such as warn and claim. 

 

As mentioned by Jucker & Taavitsainen (2008) verbs have been classified into the following 

categories: 

i. Assertive: Affirm, allege, assert, forecast, predict, announce and insist 

ii. Directive: Ask. Beg, bid, command, demand, forbid, recommend and request 

iii. Commissive: Offer, promise, swear, volunteer and vow 

iv. Expressive: Apologize, commiserate, congratulate, pardon, thank and attribute 

v. Declarative: Adjourn, veto, sentence and baptize 

vi. Question introducing verbs: Ask, inquire, query and question 

vii.   Verbs of referring, classifying and predicating: Name, class, describe, 

define   and identify.  

 

Research methodology 

A total of 200 headlines were selected randomly for analysis. They were numbered as H1, H2 

and so on. Quantitative as well as a qualitative descriptive method was applied to analyze the 

pragmatic and the linguistic features of the headlines. Searle (1979) theory of speech acts was 
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selected as a framework for analysis of headlines. Felicity conditions were selected as a 

parameter to identify different illocutionary forces present in the headlines. Data were analyzed 

quantitatively to determine the frequencies of the speech acts. The descriptive qualitative 

method was also used to discuss the results with the help of the previous research. Analysis of 

the linguistic devices used in the construction of speech acts was also given due importance. 

The linguistic elements especially verbs were not only analyzed quantitatively but also 

qualitatively in order to find out different kinds of functions associated with the headlines 

functioning as speech acts. 

 

Data Analysis 

Data were analyzed quantitatively as well as qualitatively. The results of the analyses are 

mentioned below. 

Verbs 

Table 01: Distribution of verbs in the speech acts 

Representat

ives 

Frequenc

y 

 

Expressi

ves 

Freque

ncy 

 

Directi

ves 

Frequen

cy 

 

Commissiv

es 

Frequen

cy 

 

 
No.        

% 
 

No.        

% 
 

No.        

% 
 

No.        

% 

Expose 20 
12.8

2 
Praise 8 

47.

05 

 

Warn 

 

5 
35.

71 

Commitmen

t to future 

actions 

5 
38.4

6 

Report 24 
15.3

8 
Laud 4 

23.

52 

Deman

d 

 

4 
28.

57 

Possible 

future 

actions 

5 
38.4

6 

Accuse 17 
10.8

9 
Regret 2 

11.

76 
Forbid 1 

7.1

4 

Announce 

future 

actions 

1 7.69 

Predict 8 5.12 Protest 2 
11.

76 

Reques

t 
1 

7.1

4 

Express 

speaker 

intentions 

1 7.69 

State 7 4.48 Mourn 1 
5.4

8 
Suggest 1 

7.1

4 

Pledge  

future 

actions 

1 7.69 

Conclude 11 7.05 - - - - - - - - - 

Denounce 11 7.05 - - - - - - - - - 

Criticize 8 5.12 - - - - - - - - - 

Justify 10 6.41 - - - - - - - - - 

Argue 7 4.48 - - - - - - - - - 

Attribute 2 1.28 - - - - - - - - - 

Irony 1 0.64 - - - - - - - - - 
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Total 
12

6 

80.7

6 
- 

1

8 
100 - 12 

85.

71 
- 

1

3 
100 

 

The table indicates the maximum use of verbs by the acts of ‘expose’, ‘report’, ‘accuse’, 

‘conclude’, ‘denounce’ and ‘justify’ among the representatives. Among the expressive acts of 

‘praise’ and ‘laud’ have maximum verbs. Acts of ‘warn’ and ‘demand’ use more verbs as 

compared with the acts of ‘forbid’, ‘request’ and ‘suggest’ among the directives. Among the 

commissives maximum verbs have been used in ‘commitment to future actions’ and ‘possible 

future actions’.  

 Applying Biber et al. (2000) classification of verbs, a number of verbs have been used 

to expose the news stories prominent. Existence or relationship verbs such as unveil (H1), 

revealed (H2) and reveal (H13) expose a strong relationship between US marines’ activity and 

Osama Bin Laden death story. Activity verbs, killed (H5), began (H8) and reacting (H11) have 

been used to highlight the role of US marines and the situation created after the death of Osama 

Bin Laden. ‘Grips’ (H17) and ‘faces’ (H23) function to highlight the destruction caused by 

floods and the death penalty given to a Christian woman on the basis of blasphemy law in 

Pakistan. Mental verb ‘confirm’ (H7, H21, H28) has been used to highlight that the death 

stories of Osama Bin Laden and militants were based on the facts. Similarly, verbs such as 

‘means’ (H26) and ‘accused’ (H25), have been used to impose news writer’s own perception 

and views on Blasphemy law and Indo Pak cricket match on the readers. Aspectual verbs such 

as ‘making’ (H9), ‘receding’ (H13), ‘speaking’ (H24), ‘slaying’ and ‘finds’ (H30) have been 

used to express different states of affairs during flood of 2010, blasphemy controversy in 

Pakistan and the death of Daniel Pearl. Facilitation or causation verbs, for example, ‘refuses’ 

(H20) and ‘denied’ (H22) highlight the role of Pakistan and the Pakistani Judge who denied 

the bail.  

  Among the acts of report activity verbs such as ‘killed’ (H31), ‘exchanged’ (H32),  

‘kills’  (H34, H36, H39, H40, H41, H42, H49, H51), ‘arrested’ (H37), ‘charged’ (H38), 

‘blocked’ (H42), ‘attacked’ ( H44, H45), ‘burns’ (H46), ‘released’ (H48), ‘injured’ (H50), 

‘rafts’ (H52) and ‘find’ (H53) have been employed in the headlines.  All these verbs indicate 

bad states of affairs associated with the propositional content. 

 In the acts of expose verb phrases  such as ‘went down’  (H4) and  ‘dig into’ (H10) can 

be found in the news related to Osama bin Laden’s death.  

In the representative acts of accuse activity verbs such as ‘cripples’ (H54), ‘released’ 

(H55), ‘attempts’ (H56), ‘convert’ (H69), ‘blocks’ (H60), ‘bans’ (H62), ‘backs’ (H63) and 

‘victimized’ (H73) have been used in the headlines. These verbs used in the acts of ‘accuse’ 

not only indicate that that the event is urgent but also highlight the role played by the subject 

of the sentence that is associated with bad states of affairs in most of the propositions. Activity 

verbs denote actions and events that can be associated with choice and take subject with the 

semantic role of an agent. Communication verbs such as ‘says’ (H43, H63) involve 

communicating the statements issued by others.  Occurrence verbs such as ‘erupts’ (H33) 

report events that occur other than any volitional activity. Facilitation or causation verbs for 

example, ‘denies’  (H57), ‘delays’  (H58) and  ‘defies’ (H71) indicate that some person or an 

inanimate entity brings about a bad state of affairs. The use of aspectual verbs such as 

http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2010/11/18/sayah.pakistan.blasphemy.claim.cnn?iref=allsearch
http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2010/11/18/sayah.pakistan.blasphemy.claim.cnn?iref=allsearch
http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2010/11/18/sayah.pakistan.blasphemy.claim.cnn?iref=allsearch
http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2010/11/18/sayah.pakistan.blasphemy.claim.cnn?iref=allsearch
http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2010/11/18/sayah.pakistan.blasphemy.claim.cnn?iref=allsearch
http://ac360.blogs.cnn.com/2011/05/02/how-did-u-s-confirm-the-body-was-bin-ladens/?iref=allsearch
http://worldsport.blogs.cnn.com/2011/03/30/when-cricket-means-more-than-just-a-match/?iref=allsearch
http://worldsport.blogs.cnn.com/2011/03/30/when-cricket-means-more-than-just-a-match/?iref=allsearch
http://worldsport.blogs.cnn.com/2011/03/30/when-cricket-means-more-than-just-a-match/?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/OPINION/05/02/borger.ksm.bin.laden/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/01/20/pakistan.daniel.pearl.execution/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/01/20/pakistan.daniel.pearl.execution/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/01/29/pakistan.blast/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/01/29/pakistan.blast/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/video/#/video/bestoftv/2011/05/02/exp.nr.henry.obl.raid.cnn?iref=allsearch
http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2011/05/02/obama-to-make-statment-tonight-subject-unknown/?iref=allsearch
http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2011/05/02/obama-to-make-statment-tonight-subject-unknown/?iref=allsearch
http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2011/05/06/latest-updates-how-the-raid-against-osama-bin-laden-went-down/?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/05/03/bin.laden.intelligence/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/02/09/pakistan.airline.strike/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/SPORT/03/25/cricket.india.pakistan.singh/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/02/01/pakistan.us.shooting/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/03/03/pakistan.us.shooting/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/02/17/pakistan.us.diplomat/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/12/30/pakistan.intelligence.lawsuit/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/02/25/pakistan.american.detained/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/02/25/pakistan.american.detained/index.html?iref=allsearch
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‘detained’ (H59) and ‘continues’(H61) indicates the stage of progress of an event or an 

activity. Here the use of aspectual verbs strengthens the sense that Raymond Davis is still 

detained in Pakistan and is not being freed from prison. Mental verbs such as ‘claims’ (H64, 

H65, H67), ‘lauds’ (H66), ‘suspect’ (H68),  and ‘considered’ (H70) associated with militancy 

and terrorism in Pakistan are based on the activities and states experienced by humans and 

have cognitive, attitudinal, emotional and perceptive meanings.     

In the representative acts of predict mental verbs such as ‘seeing’ (H75) and ‘predicts’ 

(H76) convey perceptive and cognitive meanings regarding the bad events that are expected 

to happen in future.  Activity  verbs such as ‘lived’ (H77), ‘killed’ (H72), ‘floats’ (H81) and  

‘explode’ (H82) can be found. These verbs take subject in the semantic role of an agent doing 

a particular action (Biber, et al., 2000). Occurrence verbs including ‘bring’ (H76), ‘ease’ (H79) 

and ‘edge’ (H83) have been used here about Taliban resurgence, US Pak relations and sports 

in Pakistan. Such kinds of verbs show the events taking place without the involvement of any 

volitional activity (Biber, et al., 2000).              

Among the headlines functioning to state occurrence verbs such as ‘suffers’ (H86),  

‘imploding’ ( H94), activity verb ‘halted’ (H91), mental verbs such as ‘shocked’(H95), 

communication verbs for example, ‘says’ (H96, H91) have been used. All of these verbs are 

once again associated with bas states of affairs taking place in Pakistan. Moreover, all the bad 

events have been portrayed by these verbs as unexpected.  Phrases such as ‘shut down’ (H90) 

and ‘going down’ (H93) add color to the headlines.   

  In the acts of conclude communication verb ‘say’ (H99) indicates communication 

activities. Activity  verbs such as ‘killing’,  ‘gives’ (H100),  ‘presents’ (H101),  ‘lives’ (H102), 

‘heading’ (H104),  ‘leaves’  (H105), ‘failing’ (H106) have been used to highlight the 

unwanted sates of affairs by specifying the role of agents. Modal  verb ‘may’ (H103, H98) has 

been used to show possibility. 

  In the representative acts of denounce activity verbs such as ‘kill’ (H110, H119), 

‘jailed’ (H111), ‘shot and killed’ (H112), ‘give’ (H115) and ‘waits’, ‘comes’ (H116) highlight 

the actions taken by different people. Communication verbs such as  ‘says’ (H113, H114) has 

been used to make the news look objective. Occurrence verb ‘escalates’ (H118) shows the 

momentum of the vent. Mental verb ‘defends’ (H120) has been used to affect the perception 

of the readers about the news story where Musharraf’s statement about terrorism in Pakistan 

has been highlighted.  

   In order to criticize mental verb such as ‘knew’ (H121), activity verbs such as 

‘hide’   (H122), ‘avert’ (H126), ‘fighting’ (H128) and ‘protest’ (H) denote different activities 

related with blasphemy law and terrorism by highlighting the roles of subjects or agents. 

Communication verbs such as ‘says’ (H126), ‘slams’ (H123), and ‘questioned’ (H124) involve 

communication activities involving statements and criticism.  Modal verb ‘could’ (H126) has 

been used to indicate possibility.  

  In the acts of justify mental verbs such as ‘rejoice’ (H131), ‘watched’ (H132), ‘shows’ 

(H135) and ‘soured’ (H134) indicate perceptual meanings related with the event of the death 

of Osama Bin Laden. Communication verbs such as ‘says’  (H132, H135) indicates the 

statements issued by someone else other than the news writer. Activity verbs ‘kills’ (H136), 

‘paid’, ‘killed’ (H137, H140), ‘ shelled,  killed’ (H138) and  ‘targeted’(H139) have been used 

http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/02/25/pakistan.american.detained/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/02/25/pakistan.american.detained/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2011/02/08/sayah.pakistan.us.diplomat.cnn?iref=allsearch
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/02/25/pakistan.american.detained/index.html?iref=allsearch
http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2011/05/27/source-bin-laden-considered-pakistan-protection-deal/?iref=allsearch
http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2011/04/03/mann.pakistan.bombing.quran.cnn?iref=allsearch
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to highlight the roles of the agents in creating negative states of affairs. Modal verb such as 

‘can’ (H141, H142, H146, and H147) has been used to indicate possibilities of the future events 

happenings related with Pakistani cricket, blasphemy law controversy and domestic affairs in 

Pakistan.  

 Among the acts of argue occurrence verbs including ‘improve’ (H142) and ‘survive’ 

(H147) report events occurring apart from any volitional activity. Aspectual verbs ‘protecting’ 

(H148) and ‘divided’ (H144) characterize the stage of progress of different negative activities 

such as Osama Bin Laden presence in Pakistan and cricket controversies. Mental verb such as 

‘trust’ (H146) shows attitude. Word US and modal verb ‘can’ have been added before the word 

‘trust’ to show possibility.   

  In attributive acts verbs of existence or relationship report a state of affairs that exists 

between entities (Biber, et al., 2000). Awakes (H151) shows the relationship between violence 

and the city where Osama Bin Laden was killed. Verb ‘got’ (H152) shows this relationship 

between US marines and their achievement of killing Osama Bin Laden.  

  Irony H155 uses verb of activity ‘arrive’ to highlight the role of the Chinese Prime 

minister as a visitor to Pakistan.  

 In the expressive acts of praise activity verbs such as ‘evacuate’ (H157), ‘aids’ (H158), 

‘targets’ (H159), ‘help, fight’ (H160) and ‘approves’ (H161) highlight the role of the US 

marines and US President as actors of different activities involving the aiding the people  during 

floods and helping Pakistan in war against terror. Aspectual verbs such as ‘aiding’ (H62), 

‘helping’ (H163) and ‘finalizing’ (H160) show helpful actions continuously taking place in 

Pakistan. In the acts of ‘mourn’ mental verb ‘mourn’ (H173) has been used to indicate 

emotional state. It is a speech act verb as well and marks the illocutionary force. 

 In the directive act H179 participle form of verb ‘feared’ has been used to warn against 

the possible threat. Communicative verbs like ‘urge’ (H175, H176), ‘highlight’ (H177), 

‘caution’ (H180) have been used in the directives that clearly indicate and strengthen the sense 

of being directive illocutionary acts. In this way these verbs function as performatives to 

intensify the meaning. Communication verbs highlight communicative activities. ‘Urge’ and 

‘caution’ are not only communicative verbs but also speech act verbs indicating directive 

speech acts and warn against possible threats. In the acts of ‘demand’ speech act verbs such 

as ‘urge’ (H182), ‘press’ (H183) and ‘pardon’ (H184) convey strong directive sense. In the 

acts of request verb ‘need’ (H186) is a verb of existence that shows relationship between the 

US authorities and their desire to interview Osama Bin Laden wives.  In H185 speech act verb 

‘urge’ has been used to emphasize the request put forward by the US embassy to stop Christian 

communities from burning Holy Scripture ‘The Quran’.    

 Commssive act ‘announce future actions’ uses performative verb ‘announce’ (H198) 

that indicates commitment to test of ballistic missile and announces it publicly.  

 

Discussion 

Verbs have played a significant role in the identification of the illocutionary forces as well as 

giving different shapes to the messages contained within the headlines functioning as speech 

acts. Representatives are the only illocutionary acts found in the data that make maximum use 

of verbs. Representatives functioning to expose have performative verbs marking the 
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illocutionary force as well as indicating that the given state of affairs is about present. 

Similarly, in the acts of ‘report’ verbs play an important role in the propositional content 

conditions that are about present as well as essential conditions that are concerned with giving 

the latest information.  In the acts having illocutionary force of ‘accuse’ verbs are 

performatives in some of the cases while in others the verbs function to relate the news story 

to the events in the background in order to make the act of accuse effective. Speech acts having 

illocutionary force of ‘predict’ make use of verbs in different ways. They work as 

performatives as well as in infinitive form to make predictions. Indicating futurity in 

predictions depends on the verbs functioning either in the present form or in an infinitive form. 

Acts of ‘state’ also make use of the verbs especially in marking propositional content 

conditions as present as well as indicating in the essential conditions that the given statement 

is of prime importance. Illocutionary acts of ‘conclude’ use verbs to indicate current state of 

affairs as well as possibility. Acts having illocutionary forces of ‘denounce’ have two kinds 

of functions associated with verbs. In these acts the illocutionary forces not only indicate 

propositional content as current but also connect the story with some background by using 

participle form of verb. Same is the case with the illocutionary force of ‘criticize’ where the 

verbs indicate current as well as past states of affairs in order to indicate topicality as well as 

background of the events. In the acts of ‘justify’ verbs indicate current propositional content 

while most of the verbs indicate past events to provide justification for the events that 

happened in the past. In the acts of ‘argue’, ‘attribute’ and ‘irony’ verbs do not have any 

specific function except indicating the states of affairs that are either related with present or 

past.  

Among expressives the verbs not only clearly indicate the states of affairs but also help 

to mark the illocutionary forces at certain places. In the acts of ‘praise’, ‘laud’, ‘regret’ and 

‘mourn’ performative verbs are marking illocutionary forces at certain places. 

Verbs perform a range of functions in the directive acts. For example in the acts of 

‘warn’ the verbs not only mark future state of affairs but also enhance the degree of strength 

of the illocutionary force of warning. In the acts of ‘demand’ verbs used in the present form 

indicate future states of affairs and also act as performatives. In the act of ‘forbid’ verbs add a 

stronger degree of strength to the message. In the act of ‘request’ the use of verb clearly marks 

the illocutionary force of request whereas in suggest the verb is only concerned with marking 

the current state of affairs. 

Same is the case with the commissive acts where the use of verbs is once again diverse. 

The verbs indicate future states of affairs that are connected with strong commitments. On the 

other hand verbs increase the degree of strength of commitments. In some cases the verbs act 

as explicit performatives such as in ‘announce future actions’. 

 

Conclusion 

The study concludes that headlines are not just the pieces of information but have a variety of 

functions associated with them termed as speech acts based on illocutionary forces. The use of 

verbs was significantly frequent according to the quantitative data analysis. Moreover, verbs 

performed multiple functions in the headlines. Among them the most important are the 

identification and classification on illocutionary forces marking the speech acts.  They not only 
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helped to determine the propositional content of the headlines related with present, past or 

future state of affairs but also functioned as mental, occurrence, existence, communication and 

reporting verbs. In addition, phrasal verbs conveyed double meanings in the headlines. 
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